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Critical Analysis of the bill article concerning slaves in Virginia
Thomas Jefferson was an American born in 1743 at a time when slavery was rampant in his society. He hated the institution of slavery despite the fact that he was born around it. He hoped to promote a slavery-free society in future though he was himself tie to it owing to the fact that he owned slaves, which he had inherited after the death of his father in 1753. He showed interests in slavery matters through his writings, especially “A Bill Concerning Slaves in Virginia, which he wrote in 1779. While he wanted to end Slavery, especially in Virginia his home state, he demonstrated partiality in his text and handling of the issue.
Jefferson demonstrated concern to the events that led to slavery of foreigners and black people. In his bill he proposed that all foreigners from commonwealth be allowed to live in the country for one year under protection, thereafter the government was not be liable for anyone who got enslaved. In this statement, he was against slavery while at the same time protecting the country against the high immigration rate that would support proliferation of societal evils such is crimes and poverty. However, he categorically states it is only the Negroes and the Mulattoes who brought from Commonwealth countries were under these protection laws. Those people that came out of their own accord were not under these protection laws. This reveals his concern against slavery and his loyalty to the norms of the country.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Thomas, Jefferson. "A Bill on Slaves in Virginia:Digital History ID 4108." Digital History, 1779.
] 

He displayed racist stints in the bill through the segregate proposals he conveyed. He cautioned against any white woman bearing a child with a Negro or a Mulatto. Any white woman who shall conceive by Negro or Mulatto shall leave the country within one year after delivery. Failure to do so, the woman and her child lose protection from the laws of the country. While America had shortly received independence from the British colonizers, it was not for the black people or the people of color as the whites branded them. Not even love could create racial harmony in that conventional society. Even respected scholars and political revolutionists such as Thomas Jefferson showed superiority complex and felt that the blacks, their slaves should not be treated equal to the American natives. He demonstrated a racism perspective in his bill.
While he hoped to end slavery and be the pioneer of liberty in America, the bill on slaves displays that he proposed they do not be treated as equal to the common person. He deemed it lawful to emancipate a slave but only under set guidelines of law and follow a court procedure where the slave shall state he is also willing to be set free. Thereafter the slave is to leave the commonwealth within one year or else he/she lost protection from the laws and he became a slave again to a new master. If one, they released an individual from slavery, and then it is only appropriate that they let them establish themselves in the country where they had offered their labor for free or for a pittance. Some of them had grown as slaves and they had no other country to call home. Releasing them and telling them to leave the country was informing them that slavery was an inevitable life for them.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Thomas, Jefferson. "A Bill on Slaves in Virginia:Digital History ID 4108." Digital History, 1779.
	] 

Jefferson lack even a single shred of impartiality to the slaves. He proposed that they not be allowed to own an arm, be a witness to court pleas, or move freely without the consent of his/her master. These were double standards to a Politian writer, who made the Americans believe that he was against slavery yet he resented any freedom bestowed to a slave. The bill article reflects his true self regarding his perception on slaves, something that he had failed to do in his other writings.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Thomas, Jefferson. "A Bill on Slaves in Virginia:Digital History ID 4108." Digital History, 1779.
] 

The article is thus a campaign to produce a more oppressive treatment to slaves and any other undocumented immigrant. Jefferson was a slave master himself and the benefits he derived in his farms where his slaves worked drove him to propose a more oppressive bill on slaves in the state of Virginia. 
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